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Major research interests in Health 
Services Research

The Department represents general practice in re-
search, teaching and patient care at the UKE. Rese-
arch focusses on topics with relevance for general 
practice, embedded in structures and disciplines 
of the health hare system. Areas of interest are e.g. 
management of chronic diseases/ multimorbidity, 
especially at the interface of somatic and mental 
disorders; investigations of the effectiveness of in-
ter-professional interventions or the effectiveness 
of interpreting services in medicine. Methodologi-
cal approaches include quantitative studies such as 
cross-sectional and longitudinal studies and RCTs. 
There is also profound expertise in qualitative study 
methodology. Furthermore the department enga-
ges in the development of clinical practice guide-
lines, the preparation of systematic reviews and the 
development of quality indicators in order to sup-
port high quality and evidence-based health care. 
Projects in medical education target the further 
development and evaluation of the curriculum for 
general practice as well as follow-up of the careers 
of postgraduates.

International and national coopera-
tion in Health Services Research

The department is cooperating with a number of 
institutions from within the Center for Health Care 
Research and the Center for Psychosocial Medicine. 
External cooperation partners include the Associa-
tions of Statutory Health Insurance Physicians, the 
Institute for Quality and Economic Efficiency (IQWIG, 
Cologne) and the aQua Institute for Quality in he-
alth care (Göttingen). Research cooperation exist to 
a number of departments of general practice from 
German universities (e.g. Göttingen,

 Heidelberg or Munich). International research con-
tacts to working groups in the Netherlands, Great 
Britain and Australia are maintained via the WONCA 
(World Organization of Family Doctors), GIN (guide-
lines international network) and the EPCCS (Europe-
an Pri-mary Care Cardiovascular Society).
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